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TCAS Wins Toyota Grant For Bartel Restoration

The Thorn Creek Audubon Society learned on May 30 that it has won a grant funded by the Toyota
Corporation to promote volunteerism for the Bartel and Orland Grasslands. The TCAS grant was one of 40
selected from the 65 applicants; TCAS will share the $7,000 award with a Chicago Audubon site that
partnered with it to apply for the grant.

Toyota’s new TogetherGreen program is a partnership with the National Audubon Society and offers
grants and fellowships for conservation projects. Its goals are “to build conservation leadership, engage
millions of people in conservation action, and achieve lasting conservation results.” The TCAS grant
application was drafted by President Al Thomas, Vice-president Dick Riner, and board member Michelle
O'Connor.

Riner, who is steward for Bartel, said the grant will be used to help recruit more volunteers to continue
the on-going restoration at both Bartel and at Orland Grasslands. The approximately 380 acres of grassland
at the Bartel site include several native prairie plants, but there are still far too many European and Asian
exotics. Bartel volunteers remove the exotics and restore as many of the original plant species as possible.
Sometimes this requires “down-and dirty” labor-intensive work, Riner said, and the project can use many more
hands to restore Bartel to a native grassland/wetland complex.

One of the requirements for the grant was to have a “partner” in the conservation effort, and TCAS is
partnering with the Chicago Audubon Society. Between them they need to bring in 150 new volunteers; Riner
said he hopes TCAS can add at least 100 more to their existing core of workers. He also said the Audubon
chapters will host six Volunteer Day celebrations this year to help meet the goal.

Not all volunteers will be doing heavy physical work, he said; some may keep records, do research, and
observe the behavior of the many native birds that have returned to the restored grassland. The present corps
of volunteers includes not only TCAS members, but members of other conservation organizations and some
area high school students.

TCAS Names New Officers

Mew officers and committee Reads are in place for the 2008-2009 fiscal year of the Thorn Creek
Audubon Society. Voted in at the May meeting were Al Thomas, president; Dick
Riner, vice-president; Sidney Duke, treasurer; Terrie Spillers, secretary; and Michelle O'Connor, Jim Murphy
and Dory Grosche, directors.

Named to committee posts were Sue Putnam, development; Judy Gleitsman, conservation; Mary Anne
MclLean, education; Bob Pierce, grants and scholarships; Charlie Habecker, program; Mary Anne McLean, field
trips; Aura Duke, special projects; Judy Murphy, social coordinator; Dewey Helmick, publications and publicity;
Joan Crabb, newsletter; Mary White, field notes; Dory Grosche, ways and means; and Emiiy Kenny, webmaster.

The Thorn Creek Audubon Society is a chapter of the National Audubon Society and an affiliate of the
Ilinois Audubon Society. It is active in the Thorn Creek Ecosystem Partnership and the Bird Conservation
Metwork. TCAS also works with the Chicago Wilderness, Bartel Grassland and the Thorn Creek Nature Center
in all things bird related.
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Wednesday, Sept 3 at 7 p.m.
TCAS meeting and program
Park Forest Library

The first program of the new fiscal year feature Glyn and Sylvia Dawson with a report on “Wildlife in
Australia”. The Dawsons spent last winter (the Australian summer) working in Adelaide and will present a
program with their weekend travels around the south and east part of the country to see about 400 of the
diverse species of birds found Down-under.

“We will visit habitats ranging from the Adelaide Hills, Gluepot Reserve and Kangaroo Island, the Island of
Tasmania, to the Outback of South Australia and Victoria, and both the temperate and tropical rainforests
of Queensland. In addition to large flightless birds such as Emus and Cassowarys, Australia boasts three
Megapodes, Bower Birds, Riflebirds and a host of specialized birds such as Honeyeaters, Lyrebirds,
Logrunners, Plains Wanderers, and of course the Fairy Wrens. We will also take a look at some of the
unique marsupials that inhabit Australia, the monotremes (Duckbill Platypus), Koalas, Kangaroos,
Possums and, close to Adelaide in a reserve sponsored by the Brookfield zoo in Chicago to preserve its
habitat, the Hairy-nosed Wombat. A view of some of the exotic lizards to be found in the “Red Continent”
will conclude this visit to a county bigger than the United States with a fraction of its population.”

Saturday, September 13, 7 a.m.
Wooded Island
Coordinator: Charlie Habecker (708) 747-6061
Glyn Dawson will be on hand to help us look for returning migrants. Lunch afterwards at Cafe
Florian. Call Charlie for car pool information.

Thanks to Cookie Providers

Terrie Spillers, last year's social coordinator, sends a special “Thank You" to all who helped
furnish refreshments for the May owl show and final TCAS meeting.

“Thank you to all who donated cookies and cakes for the owl show and last meeting of the year at
Freedom Hall — such bounty! Thanks again, Terrie Spillers.”

More than 150 people came to Freedom Hall to see the live owls from the Illinois Raptor Center in
Decatur. The awls were originally supposed to be on the program at the TCAS annual dinner in March,
but blizzard conditions in the Decatur area, which made traveling on the icy highways unsafe, kept the
seven birds at home.

Thorn Creek Audubon Society Membership Application
Two ways to join: Dual membership-National Audubon and Thorn Creek Audubon Membership dues to
National Audubon supports efforts to address environmental concerns. Members receive AUDUBON
magazine as well as THORN CREEK NEWSLETTER
Introductory Offer -$20.00, 2 years -$30.00, Senior Citizen/Student-$15.00
LOCAL CHAPTER CODE G59
Name
Address City/Zip
Make check payable to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY,
Membership Department P.O. Box 51005, Boulder CO 80323
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Spring Bird Count Shows Numbers Still Declining

On May 10, as part of the statewide Annual Spring Bird Count, 48 Thorn Creek Audubon Society
bird spotters counted 15,213 individual birds, representing 146 species. This was more than 2,000
fewer individual birds and ten fewer species than had been counted in 2007, when the numbers were
17,734 individuals and 156 species. |t was also lower in both species and individuals than any other
count in the last twenty years.

For example, 20 years ago, in 1988, spotters saw 21,616 birds representing 177 species. Ten
years ago, 1998, 18,868 birds representing 172 species were tallied. Five years ago, 2003, 16,298
birds representing 173 species were logged. Although the numbers have varied from year to year, with
the most individuals, 30,623, seen in 1991, and the most species, 182, seen in 1996, in the past 20
years the general trend has been downward.

This year's sightings included several unusual birds. For the first time in the TCAS count, a
male Painted Bunting was seen, in a patch of second-growth woods along Western Avenue south of
Park Forest. Two Wilson's Phalaropes were also seen, at the northwest corner of Monee Road and
Crete-Monee Road. A large number of Mute Swans, 24, were spotted, along with two Bald Eagles and
two Harris’s Sparrows. Eighty-three Black-capped Chickadees and 29 Tufted Titmice, both up from
last year, were seen. Many Warblers were logged, including the less commonly seen Golden-winged,
Orange-crowned, Nashville, Northern Parula, Magnolia, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green,
Bay-breasted, Blackpoll, Cerulean, Prothonatory, Hooded, Wilson's and Canada Warblers. Six Summer
Tanagers were seen, along with four Blue Grosbeaks.

The most commonly seen birds were Ring-billed Gulls (1738), American Robins (1652), Red-
winged Blackbirds (1393), Common Grackles (1303), European Starlings (1166), Double-crested
Cormorants (704), Canada Geese (602), American Goldfinches (466), Mourning Doves (320), Northern
Cardinals (292), Great Egrets (284), Great Blue Herons (261), and Brown-headed Cowbirds (291).

Breeding Birds Blitz Lists Many Species

The 6" annual breeding Birds Blitz was held throughout the Chicago area from June 6 to 16.
The purpose of this count is to identify and evaluate important and possibly critical shrubland sites
where specific target birds breed. Information about the locations of populations of breeding birds is
essential for future management and protection of critical habitats.

TCAS members canvassed 7 specific shrubland areas: two sites at Governors State University
campus, Lake Renwick Rookery Nature Preserve in Plainfield, Midewin and Bartel Grassland, Camp
Pompei across from Thorn Creek Nature Center, and Steger East at Torrence (Will County Forest
Preserve District). -

Of special interest during these counts was the discovery of uncommon breeding bird species in
the south suburbs, such as Northern Harriers and Cooper’s Hawks, Black-billed and Yellow-billed
Cuckoos, Bell's and White-eyed Vireos, Great Crested Flycatchers, numerous Willow Flycatchers, Blue-
Gray Gnatcatchers, Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers, a solitary Northern Mockingbird, Yellow-
throated Chats, Bobolinks galore at Bartel Grassland, several Orchard Orioles, Dickcissels, and several
species of Sparrows, Henslow's , Savannah, Lincoln’s and Grasshopper. Next June we will need more
volunteers to include other important sites in this breeding count.

Aura Duke

TCAS next General Meeting Sept. 3



TCAS Field Notes and Field Trip Sightings

TCA memherﬁ and friends are citizen scientists, as they record their bird findings. We have two
different opportunities for bird reporting. Please call Mary White (708-396-0794) and/or enter your

reported sightings at our TCA Blog http://tcasorg.livejournal.com/

Date Bird Species/Number Location Reporter
4/14/08 | Many Yellow-rumped Warblers and 1 Yellow-bellied Lake Catherine Mary White
Sapsucker.
4/14/08 | Several Field Sparrows, 3 Golden-crowned Kinglets. Little Red School House Mary White
4/19/08 | Caspian Terns Pond at 167th and Mary White
Cicero
4/19/08 | Barred Owil-1 Goodenow Grove Mary White
4/19/08 | Crows, at times six, also occasionally a pair of Blue MNear Krotiak Park, Park Joan Crabbe
Jays, mobbing a Great Horned Owl, most of the Forest
afternocn.
4/23/08 | Rose -breasted Grosbeak-1 Red-headed woodpecker- Crete backyard Debra Marberg
1
4/27-29 | Northern Oriole-1 eating suet, bird seed and nectar Flossmoor backyard Edith Turkington
04/30/08 | Palm Warblers, Solitary Sandpiper-1, Blue-gray Lake Catherine Mary White
gnatcatcher-1, Caspian Terns-2,
5/1 708 | 1 Baltimore Oriole and a pair of Rose-breasted Crete backyard Debra Marberg
Grosbeaks.
5/1/08 | 8 Male Grosbeaks, 2 Male Indigo Buntings, 25 Backyard Chris Shaeffer
Goldfinches, 1 Baltimore Oriole, 1
Red-breasted Muthatch and 1 Carolina Wren at her
back yard feeders.
5/1/08 1 White-throated Sparrow and 1 White-crowned Oak Forest. Keith Jorgenson
Sparrow in Oak Forest.
5/1/08 All week. Pair of Eastern Bluebirds, 3 male and 1 Backyard feeders in Fauline Small

female Hummingbirds, 2 male Indigo Buntings, 6
male and 1 female Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, pair
nesting Cardinals, 6 Chickadees, pair of nesting
Wrens, 2 pair of nesting Robins, 1 White-breasted
Muthatch and 5 male

Goldfinches

Steger,

Call Mary White (708) 396-0794 .




TCAS Field Notes and Field Trip Sightings

Bird Species/Number Location Reporter

5/1/08 White-crowned Sparrows, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Crete Neighborhood Mary Anne

2 male Indigo Buntings. MclLean and
neighbors

5/2/08 5 male and 2 female Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 1 Backyard feeder, Park Tony Kurth

Towhee and 3 White-throated Sparrows at his Park Forest
Forest feeder.
5/5/08 1 Prothonotary Warbler Oak Ridge Prairie, Fat Strange
Griffith, Indiana.
5/6/08 1 Baltimore Oriole and 3 male Rose-breasted Backyard, Crete Debra Marberg
GGrosbeaks in her Crete back yard.
5/12/08 1 Wild Turkey Governor's State Mary White
University
5/17/08 | Red-headed Woodpecker Rural Crete feeder Ann Rosen
6/3/08 Indigo Bunting Rural Crete feeder Ann Rosen
Field Trip Sightings
Date of Bird Species Field Trip

Field Location

Trip

4/2 Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, White-breasted nuthatches, Red-Bellied woodpecker, Downy Goodenow
woodpecker, Wood ducks, song sparrows, hermit thrush, Chickadees, Robins, Cardinals, Grove
Cowbirds, Redtail hawk, Cooper’s hawk, goldfinches, Red-winged blackbirds, Starlings,

Eastern Meadowlark (call only)

5/16 Monee Reservoir-Wood duck, Blue-winged teal, Kingfisher, Red-bellied woodpecker Monee
Raccoon Grove- Gold-crowned Kinglet, White-breasted nuthatch, Brown creeper, Reservoir
Kingfisher, Hermit thrush, Black-capped chickadee, Red-bellied woodpecker, Turkey Raccoon
vulture, Grove

5/24 | Warblers- Blackpoll, Canada, Wilson's, Palm, Yellow, Redstart, Northern Waterthrush, Wooded
Indigo Bunting, Common yellowthroat Isle
Great blue heron, Black-crowned night herons, Green heron, spotted Sandpipers,

Caspian tern, Ruby-throated hummingbird, Veery, Swainson’s thrush, Philadelphia and
Warbling Vireos, Cliff, Barn and Tree Swallows, Purple Martins, chimney swift, Eastern
Wood Peewee, Ruby-crowned kinglet, Kingbirds, Summer Tanager, Cedar Waxwings,
nesfing Hairy woodpecker, Catbirds, Baltimore Orioles and one Crow

Call Mary White (708) 396-0794







