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Think Spring and Native Plant Sale

For low-maintenance bloom from March to October, ¢ gardeners can choose from the

expanded offerings of Thorn Creek Audubon’s annual native plant sale.

This vear’s

offerings include eleven trees and shrubs, 30 perennials and eight grasses, said chair-

man Dorv Grosche.

Order forms for the plants will be mailed to evervone who has |1n]'ru.r1m.1\]1.r ordered
or expressed interest in the sale. The forms will be in the mail after the first of the year

and must be returned to Dory by February 22. Plants will be picked up on June

request a form, call Dory at 48 1-3166.

7. Ta

Many of the plants will come from Possibility Place, the regular supplier, while
some perennials will also come from Keith Nowakowski, a landscape designer and
author of Native Plants in the Home Landscape, published by the University of [llinois.

‘Trees and shrubs available will include river birch, redbud, pagoda dogwood and

American linden trees, as well as indigo bush, bottlebrush, wahoo,

elderberry and nannyberry virburnum.

staghorn sumac,

Some of the new perennials being offered are especially for g'dnlun[:r:i with shad}r
spots, Dory said. These include early blooming woodland flowers like the great white
trillium, wild hyacinth and spring deLIh’ However, plants for summer and late sum-
mer bloom that will thrive in full sun are also included, such as butterfly weed, asters,

coreapsis, prairie milkweed and an unusual perennial sunflower.

Gardeners will find these plants low maintenance, needing little extra water and
fertilizer, because they are suited by nature to thrive in the Northeastern Illinois soils

and climate. Many are also beloved by birds and butterflies.

Cold winds did not
keep ten intrepid
TCA birders away
from the recent

1 Miller Beach field

trip, but they did
discourage the
birds. However, a
rare view of several
closed gentians and
a good lunch saved
the day. Here Al

Thomas and Mary

Anne McLean com-
pare notes.

Owls Flying at Annual Dinner - See Page 3

FIELD  TRIPS

Saturday, Jan 26
Starved Rock State Park for Eagles

Call coordinatior Al Thomas,
(TO8)-957-9847 ar email
Wooduck_[999@yahoo.com by Jan. 19
to arrange for a carpeol, Otherwise meet
at the llinios Water-way Visitor Center
at 10 p.m, Take [-80 west to the Utica
exit, po south on Rt. 78 to the base of the

hl'idgr_ and turn left 1o the 1WWVC

Saturday, Feb. 23
Orwls with Wannetta
All who want to attend this trip must
register with Dick Riner, 708-720-3683,
Attendance is limited to 25 people. The
date may be an earlier or later Saturday
based on the cooperation of the Long-
eared, Great Hormed, Savw-whet and per-
haps other owls. Time will probably be
9 am.

Regular spring field trips will begin on
April 2. See the March newsletter,

Applications Open
for TCA Grants

Each year the Granis Commitiee of the
Thormn Creek Audubon Society provides fi-
nancial support for local projects that pro-
mote environmental education and the pro-
tection and enhancement of wildlife and the
environment, Grants are not o exceed $300
per program. Last year grants were awarded
to several schools and orginizations in the
area.

Applications for this year's grants must
be received by March 12. Forms may be
obtained from Grants Committee Chairman
Bob Pierce at 20623 Corinth Road, Olvm-
pia Fields, IL 60461, phone 747-2047. Other
members of the Grants Committee are Dory
Grosche, 481-3166, Joan Crabb, 481-4962,
and Aura Duke, 748-6407. TCA is creating a
new web site and application forms will
posted there when it is operative.






